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Laboratory Overview 

• Locations 
• Organization 
• Functions 
• Capabilities 
• ISO Accreditation 

• LIMS 
• LEARN 
• eSample 
• Food Security 
• FERN 
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WESTERN LABORATORY 

Alameda, California 







MIDWESTERN 
LABORATORY 

St. Louis, Missouri 





EASTERN LABORATORY 

Russell Research Center 
Athens, Georgia 





Microbial Outbreaks and Special 
Projects Laboratory (MOSPL) 

Russell Research Center 
Athens, Georgia 
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Russell Research Center 
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Analyses Performed at each FSIS Laboratory 

Type of Analysis 
Western 

Lab 
Midwestern 

Lab 
Eastern 

Lab 

Microbial 
Outbreaks and 

Special 
Projects Lab 

Extraneous Materials X X 
Food Chemistry X 
Microbiology 
--canned foods X X 
--egg products X X X 
--PR/HACCP Salmonella X X X 
--raw ground beef for E. coli O157:H7 X X X 
--ready to eat meat and poultry X X X 
Nutritional Labeling X 
Outbreak-related samples X 
Pathology X 
Residue Chemistry X X X 
--100 – Chlorinated Hydrocarbons X 
-- 200 – Antibiotics X 
-- 203 – Chloramphenicol X 
-- 222 – Tilmicosin X 
-- 300 – Chlorinated Organo-phosphates X 
-- 400 – Trace Metals X 
-- 401 – Arsenic X 
-- 501 – DES X 
-- 504 – MGA X 
-- 561 – Clenbuterol X 
-- 565 – Ractopamine X 
-- 800 – Sulfanomides X X 
-- 907 – Carbadox X 
-- 960 – Nitroimidazoles X 
-- 981 – Phenylbutazone X 
-- 982 – Flunixin X 
-- 990 – Avermectin X 
Species Identification X 



ISO Standard 17025


•	 International Organization for 
Standardization 

•	 “Gold Standard” for testing laboratories


•	 All 4 FSIS labs accredited 
•	 One quality system for labs 
•	 Leading/assisting other labs 



Laboratory Information 
Management System 

(LIMS) 
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Who Will Receive Results Via 

LEARN?


• Inspection Personnel 
• Enforcement Personnel 
• Circuit Supervisors 
• Districts 
• Technical Services Center

• Headquarters Personnel 
• Establishment Management (through 

their Internet e-mail) 
• State Officials (through their Internet e-mail)




Listing of Results for an Establishment 
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Food Security 



Food Security 

• BSL-3 Laboratories 
• Laboratory Response Network 
• Select Agent registration 
• Security enhancements 
• Security clearances 



Food Security 

• Liberty Shield 
• Methods validation 
• Screening and confirmation 
• Throughput/enhanced efficiencies 



The Food Emergency Response 
Network 
(FERN) 



Food Emergency Response Network 

(FERN)


FERN Steering Committee 

FERN Support Programs FERN Operational Unit 

RCC RCC RCC RCC RCC 
Regional Coordination Centers 

(HUBS) 


